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Agenda
● Introducing the California Food for California Kids® Network

● Nourishing Students

● Recipe Development with LunchAssist

● Local Procurement with CDFA

● Resources

● Q + A

● Closing









Discovering Fruits and 
Vegetables with Early 

Learners



Nourishing 
Students



NOURISHING STUDENTS

Discovering Fruits 
and Vegetables with 
Early Learners

Connecting the classroom, cafeteria, and 
garden for our youngest learners and 
offering experiences that lead to a 
life-long love of California grown fruits 
and vegetables. 

● Simple, Student-Approved Recipes
● Virtual Menu Planning Sessions
● Educator Professional Development 

and Resource Kits 

https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/nourishing-students-resources
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/nourishing-students-resources
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/nourishing-students-resources


Introducing

Vince Caguin
Director of Strategy and 
Innovation,
Center for Ecoliteracy



Nourishing Students:
Recipes for Discovering Fruits and 

Vegetables with Early Learners









Recipe Development
with LunchAssist



Getting Started: 
Choosing a Recipe





























Let’s create a compliant 
recipe together!

























Taste Testing











● USDA Recipe Standardization Guide for School Nutrition Programs
● USDA Food Buying Guide
● USDA Recipe Analysis Workbook (RAW)
● ICN's Child Nutrition Recipe Box
● National CACFP Sponsors Association
● Project Bread
● Center for Ecoliteracy
● Healthy School Recipes
● Pisanick Partners
● Chef Ann Foundation

https://theicn.org/cicn/usda-recipe-standardization-guide-for-school-nutrition-programs/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/fbg
https://foodbuyingguide.fns.usda.gov/Appendix/ResourceAppendixA
https://theicn.org/cnrb/
https://www.cacfp.org/recipes-menus/recipes/
https://projectbread.org/recipes
https://www.ecoliteracy.org/resources
https://healthyschoolrecipes.com/recipes/
https://www.pisanickpartners.com/cookbook
https://www.chefannfoundation.org/knowledge-center/home-recipes


Guest Speaker

Jennifer Huang, RDN, MS
Regional Producer Engagement Specialist
Southern Region
CDFA Office of Farm to Fork



Farm to School Program Manager -
Nick Anicich

Farm to School Special 
Projects Coordinator -
Rachel Finkes

STATEWIDE STAFF:

SUPERIOR REGION:

CENTRAL REGION:

SAN JOAQUIN REGION:

SOUTHERN REGION:

GREATER LA REGION:

SOUTH COAST REGION:

BAY AREA REGION:

NORTH COAST REGION:

Network Lead - 
Jenn Rogge

Producer Specialist - 
Mike Whamond

Network Lead - 
TBD, Position Open

Producer Specialist -
Michael Ackley-Grady

Network Lead -  
Jane Alvarado-Banister

Producer Specialist -  
TBD, Position Open

Producer Specialist - 

Jennifer Huang

Network Lead - 

Molly Jones

Network Lead - 
Pamela Lee

Producer Specialist - 
Meerae Park

Network Lead - 
Sophia Riemer Bopp

Producer Specialist - 
Tracey Kimura

Network Lead -
Jacqueline Day

Producer Specialist - 
Chris Massa

Producer Specialist - 
TBD, Position Open

Network Lead - 
Lizzy Elliott

CA Farm to School Program Staff

Farm to School Special 
Projects Coordinator -
Andi Davis
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mailto:Jennifer.Rogge@cdfa.ca.gov
mailto:Mike.Whamond@cdfa.ca.gov
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mailto:Jacqueline.Day@cdfa.ca.gov
mailto:Chris.Massa@cdfa.ca.gov
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Community of  
Practice call

Monthly 
e-newsletter

IG 
@cafarmtoschool

CA Farm to School Network: statewide activities

Conference

https://www.instagram.com/cafarmtoschool/


Any questions?
jennifer.huang@cdfa.ca.gov

Thank you!

Photo Credit: San Luis Coastal USD

mailto:jennifer.huang@cdfa.ca.gov


Time for a Poll!



Resources



Join the California Food for 
California Kids Network

California Food for California Kids is an initiative of 
the Center for Ecoliteracy that builds the capacity 
and commitment of public school districts to 
provide all students with fresh, locally-grown 
school meals and develop connections between 
the cafeteria, classroom, and garden.

https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/network-membership
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/network-membership
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/network-membership


Center for Ecoliteracy Resources
PUBLICATIONS
Fresh from California
Nourishing Students Resources
California Food for California Kids Celebration Resources

VIRTUAL EVENTS
School Food Success: Recipe Crediting Event Recording
School Food Innovator Series Archive
School Food Innovator Series SY 2025-26 – coming soon!

https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/fresh-from-ca
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/nourishing-students-resources
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/celebration-resources
https://www.ecoliteracy.org/video/school-food-success-recipe-crediting
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/school-food-innovator-series


LunchAssist Resources
LunchAssist Weekly Update Newsletter
LunchAssist “The Lunch Break” Webinar Series

https://www.lunchassist.org/mailing-list
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlf-Gppj0tE9O5IcQ4r56RI0a6MSEQeyxJ#/registration


Partner Organization Resources
ASPHN: Farm to ECE Farmer Connections
Tuesday, May 27, 2025

CDFA Office of Farm to Fork: CA Farm to School Network Call
Thursday, May 29, 2025

Friends of the Earth: Climate-Friendly Plant-Based Recipes for Schools

SGSO Network: Indigenous Connections from Classroom to Cafeteria
Wednesday, May 28, 2025

SGSO Network: Fundraising and Collaborative Sustainability Virtual Gathering
Wednesday, June 11, 2025

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/M6c0bTMBT22gXvY9IO9pzw#/registration
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/C0TQ3J0FSdekxhrsOXkzIg#/registration
https://foe.org/resources/climate-friendly-plant-based-recipes-for-schools/
https://sgsonetwork.org/indigenous-connections/
https://sgsonetwork.org/fundraising-virtual-gathering/


Q + A



Thank you!

@center_for_ecoliteracy @center-for-ecoliteracy

@center_for_ecoliteracy@centerforecoliteracy

Funding for Nourishing Students is made possible by a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Agricultural Marketing 
Service. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the USDA.

https://www.instagram.com/center_for_ecoliteracy/
https://www.instagram.com/center_for_ecoliteracy/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/center-for-ecoliteracy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/center-for-ecoliteracy
https://www.facebook.com/centerforecoliteracy/
https://www.threads.com/@center_for_ecoliteracy
https://www.facebook.com/centerforecoliteracy/
https://www.threads.net/@center_for_ecoliteracy


Contact Us

Liz Carlton
liz@ecoliteracy.org

Jen McNeil
jennifer@lunchassist.org

Vince Caguin
vince.caguin@ecoliteracy.org

Jennifer Huang
Jennifer.Huang@cdfa.ca.gov
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