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Agenda
● Welcome New Network Members

● Policy Updates from LunchAssist

● Panel Discussion on Student Taste Tests

● Recipes Featuring Local Ingredients

● Resources

● Regional Breakouts

● Closing





Welcome Our New
California Food for California Kids

Network Members!



Rialto Unified 
School District

Fausat Rahman-Davies
Lead Agent



Panama-Buena Vista 
Union School District

Kristi Sepsey
Director of Nutrition Services



Knightsen Elementary 
School District

Lauren Buck
Cafeteria Supervisor



Parlier Unified 
School District

Marina Navarro
Director of Child Nutrition



California Food for California Kids Network



Policy Updates
Jen McNeil, RDN, SNS

Founder & CEO of LunchAssist





Child Nutrition Legislative Updates
● Interim Final Rule: Rural Non-Congregate Summer Meals
● Interim Final Rule: Summer EBT
● CEP Final Rule: Lower 25% ISP
● USDA Proposed Rules: Meal Pattern Changes
● SB 1383: Organic Recycling & Food Recovery
● SB 490: CA Buy American
● AB 778: CA Preference in Bids
● SB 348: Pupil Meals (Time to Eat)
● AB 95: A la Carte and Second Meals (still allowed)
● SB 628: State Healthy Food Access in all Policies
● AB 1228: $20 Minimum Wage for Fast Food Workers

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/cep-final-rule-summary#:~:text=USDA%20published%20a%20final%20rule,40%20percent%20to%2025%20percent.
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/cep-final-rule-summary#:~:text=USDA%20published%20a%20final%20rule,40%20percent%20to%2025%20percent.
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/cep-final-rule-summary#:~:text=USDA%20published%20a%20final%20rule,40%20percent%20to%2025%20percent.
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/proposed-updates-school-nutrition-standards
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/education/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/chngsbuyamericanfoodact.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/chngsbuyamericanfoodact.asp
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB348
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB95
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB628
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1228


Child Nutrition Funding Updates
● Universal Meals: additional $122 M proposed for SY 24-25
● CDFA Farm to School Grant: $52.8 M
● Breakfast & Summer Expansion Grants: $1 M
● FFVP Grant: $14 M
● KIT Funds: $750 M
● School Food Best Practices: $100 M
● Local Foods for Schools: $23 M
● Supply Chain Assistance Funds: $420 M
● Equipment Assistance Grants: $3 M

https://ebudget.ca.gov/budget/2024-25/#/Home
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/caf2sgrant/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sn/sbsfgrant.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sn/caffvp.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/kitfunds2022.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/rs/sfbpfunding.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/localfoodforschools.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/scafunds.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sn/eag.asp




Panel Discussion on 
Student Taste Tests



San Diego Unified School District



San Diego Unified School District



Brisa Ranch

Pescadero, CA



Brisa Ranch 

Pescadero, CA



Taste Test 
Participation Poll



San Diego Unified School District



Recipes Featuring 
Local Ingredients



Upland Unified School 
District

Ksenia Glenn, MS, RDN
Director of Nutrition Services



Chickpea Salad Sandwich

Upland Unified School District



Red Velvet Smoothie Bowl & Heavenly Carrot Oats

Upland Unified School District



Winter Specials Taste Test Flyers

Upland Unified School District



Taste Test Promotional Video

Upland Unified School District

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1tObar82sze5DrfU_CseNH0qkE5QIMK74/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1tObar82sze5DrfU_CseNH0qkE5QIMK74/preview


Mt. Diablo Unified 
School District

Alex Emmott
Director of Food Services



Chana Masala with Chutney

Mt. Diablo Unified School District



Yogurt Parfaits with Fresh Fruit 

Mt. Diablo Unified School District



Fruits and Vegetables Poll



Resources



Center for Ecoliteracy Resources
● Plant-Forward School Meal Resources: Taste Test Poster

● Savoring California: A Comparative Tasting of California Fruits and 
Vegetables

● Menu Planning Support Session: Student Taste Testing

● Meaningful Student Engagement Strategies

● School Food Innovator Series: Wed, May 1 @ 1:30 p.m. PT

https://www.ecoliteracy.org/sites/default/files/media/ecoliteracy-taste-test-poster-lr.pdf
https://www.ecoliteracy.org/sites/default/files/CEL-CA-Thursdays-Tasting-Lesson.pdf
https://www.ecoliteracy.org/sites/default/files/CEL-CA-Thursdays-Tasting-Lesson.pdf
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/fresh-california-menu-planning-support-session-4
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/meaningful-student-engagement-strategies
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUpceqopzIiE9SE56whsUNZPsG5EK-d8Eq3#/registration


Join the California Food for 
California Kids® Network

California Food for California Kids is an 
initiative of the Center for Ecoliteracy that 
builds the capacity and commitment of 
public school districts to provide all 
students with fresh, locally-grown school 
meals and develop connections between 
the cafeteria, classroom, and garden.

https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/network-membership
https://www.californiafoodforcaliforniakids.org/network-membership


Partner Organization Resources

Taste Test Resources: 
● Rutgers Creating a Taste Test Fact Sheet
● John Stalker Institute NSLP & Taste Tests Resources
● USDA Ingredients for a Successful Taste Test Event
● USDA Taste-Testing Event Resources

National School Breakfast Week Resources: 
● SNA National School Breakfast Week Resources
● USDA National School Breakfast Week Recognition Ideas

https://njaes.rutgers.edu/fs1227/
https://johnstalkerinstitute.org/resource/nslp-taste-tests/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFNS/bulletins/3303352
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/taste-testing-event-resources
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-breakfast-week/#resources
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/celebrating-school-breakfast


Partner Organization Resources

LunchAssist: 
● The Lunch Break: Weekly California Webinar

Thursdays, March – May 2024

CAFF: 
● Small Farm Conference Regional Gatherings 

February 29, 2024 (in person, tomorrow!)
● Bid Generator
● California School Produce Procurement Guide

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIucOCtpj8pGd3TAi-9xEli0fSwFthp7UnL#/registration
https://casmallconference.sched.com/
http://bidgenerator.org
https://caff.org/ca-school-district-produce-procurement-guide/


Partner Organization Resources

CDFA: California Farm to School Incubator Grant
Due April 4

USDA: Supporting the Use of Traditional Indigenous Foods in the 
Child Nutrition Programs Cooperative Agreement
Due April 8 – extended deadline!

Whole Kids Foundation: School Gardens Grant
Due March 1

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/caf2sgrant/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/cn-supporting-indigenous-foods-cooperative-agreement
https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/cn-supporting-indigenous-foods-cooperative-agreement
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/programs/school-gardens-grant/


Panelist Social Media

@BrisaRanch on Instagram

@LunchAssist on Instagram

@SDFarmtoSchool on Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/brisaranch/
https://www.instagram.com/lunchassist/
https://www.instagram.com/SDFarmtoSchool


Regional Breakouts





Thank you!

@center_for_ecoliteracy @center-for-ecoliteracy

@center_for_ecoliteracy@centerforecoliteracy

https://www.instagram.com/center_for_ecoliteracy/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/center-for-ecoliteracy
https://www.threads.net/@center_for_ecoliteracy
https://www.facebook.com/centerforecoliteracy/



